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"It is important the voices of young people are heard by the G8 group of world leaders. Every day the images of war, terrorism and famine are beamed into our homes. We learn about global issues in our geography and citizenship lessons and we want to be part of the debate of how we face these challenges. This is why the Junior 8 (J8) summit is so important; it allows us to tell the world's most powerful leaders how we can strive for a better world. 

MDGs 2 and 3 Education 

As citizens of rich nations we know how lucky we are to be able to go to school and equip ourselves with skills for the future. Education is the basis of every opportunity in life and it is not right that access to an education depends on the lottery of birth. We call on the G8 to commit to the pledges it has made in realising the millennium development goals. The G8 should target funds specifically towards the education of girls. Problems caused by poverty are often more acute for women and they must be enabled to provide for themselves and their families. 
MDGs 6 and 8 Infectious diseases 

At our workshops and meetings we have also discussed the spread of, such as malaria and bird flu, across the world. We want our leaders to commit to supporting the research and development of cures and medication to alleviate the symptoms of sufferers of infectious diseases throughout the world. Across the world we need more doctors and nurses to help stop disease spreading. This means rich nations like the UK should stop poaching medical staff from developing countries and instead support them in their own countries with training and education. The G8 governments also need to persuade the pharmaceutical companies to make medicines available at an affordable price in developing nations. 
MDG 7: Sustainable Environment 
Our dependence on fossil fuels is causing climate change, which is making the ice caps melt and the sea levels rise. Climate change is now the greatest threat to mankind and we want the G8 leaders to take radical action to find more sustainable solutions to our energy needs. We want large taxes to be levied on the use of dirty fuels and we want governments to help industry invest in green technologies, such as the hydrogen fuel cell. The developed world has been responsible for the rise in carbon dioxide and we must be held accountable for our actions.

After meeting with young people from all around the world to discuss these issues one thing is clear: despite our different languages, nationalities and cultures we are all united by a common goal: we are here to change the world. The future of the world is ours; it is right that our voices should be heard.

Abridged article with minor changes taken from Monday July 17, 2006
Education Guardian 

The Caedmon J8 Debate Team is a team of five girls and three boys who all live in the Whitby area of North Yorkshire. All but one of us will be 14 when we go to St. Petersberg. We are all from year 9 and seven of us are in the same class for our geography lessons. Some of us have been friends since we were very young, but most of us met in Caedmon, where our mutual interest in world affairs brought us together.

Our interest in world issues developed further at the beginning of year 9, when we started our geography work by considering some of the issues that had been discussed at Gleneagles 2005 G8 summit.  We looked at campaigns like ‘Make Poverty History’ and studied fair trade, organising assemblies and competitions to raise awareness of the issues in school and town. 




Mr Blair showed his admiration of the eight teenagers, who attended the J8, or Junior 8, conference during a 15 minute meeting Mr Blair said: "Congratulations – it was a fantastic effort to get there.
"I think last year was probably the first time the G8 was attended by young

people, but it's definitely a tradition we should continue.
 "It's really important that we have ways for governments to listen to the views of young people."


And he had a special message for Sophie Harrison, who gave a presentation to all the world leaders on behalf of young people from the eight countries in attendance.


He said: "I thought it was one of the most impressive of all the presentations we heard." 


 Charlotte Millar (14) said: "I don't think I could pick a highlight, it was just the best experience ever."


And teacher, Sheila Sloan, who co-ordinated the students' entry, confirmed Caedmon School would definitely be entering the J8 contest next year.


Headteacher Tony Hewitt said the eight students had acquitted themselves brilliantly.
He said: "The students have grown up in a fortnight and I think their parents will see that difference. They are much more independent and they know that their views are valued across the world. They now have a global vision of what can be achieved." 
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Caedmon School is a smaller than average secondary school providing education for pupils aged 11 to 14.  The school serves the town of Whitby and villages in the surrounding rural and coastal areas.  It tries to promote international understanding in a variety of ways. 

Prime Minister praises pride of Britain Caedmon pupils


STUDENTS from Caedmon School were invited to Downing Street by Tony Blair after their triumphant visit to the G8 summit in St Petersburg.
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'We are here to change the world'


The We meaning not the world leaders in the above photograph but a group of eight local teenagers from Whitby!


Emily Evans and James Goddell, both 14, from Caedmon school in Whitby, took part in the J8 summit in Russia. Here they explain what they want the leaders of the G8 to do about the world's most pressing problems �








