Starter activity: The MDGs and Children’s Rights
Learning objectives:  
· To establish what are basic needs for all children everywhere in the world 
· To become familiar with the 8 MDGs and to show that the targets in MDGs 1-7 will meet these basic needs

· To show that these basic needs are included as rights in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

You will need:

· Sets of 20 Wants and Needs cards, one for each group of pupils download at http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/resources/results.asp select resource list item 11  Wants and Needs cards OR loan from CGE
· One A4 grid split into 8 parts

· Sets of MDG icons (see below)
· The 8 MDGs and Targets to be achieved by 2015 lists the 8 MDGs and provides a basic outline of targets (or for more detail click on MDG icons below) 
Time required: 
One hour (unless the Wants and Needs cards has previously been played then 45 mins.)

 Instructions:

· Give each group of pupils one set of Wants and Needs cards, ask them to choose 8 cards they can agree are the least important. Share amongst the groups which cards have been removed and why. Then ask each group to choose the 8 most important cards to keep by losing 4 more cards and discuss why they kept the final 8 cards
· Set the 8 remaining cards out on the grid and match these basic needs to the targets of the MDGs, for example Goal 1 aims to meet the need for healthy food and Goal 7 the need for clean water. Some Goals may meet several needs. Discuss how well the Goals could meet basic needs if they are achieved
Links to:

· Taking action activity focusing on Goal 8
· Tackling HIV/AIDS activity



 

           

 

                  



 

           

   

                           

The 8 MDGs and Targets to be achieved by 2015
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Target 1 Halve the number of people living on less than one dollar a day (55p.)

Target 2 Halve the number of people who suffer from hunger
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Target 3 Ensure all children everywhere can start and finish primary school 
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Target 4 Give women and men an equal chance. Allow as many girls as boys to attend education at all levels  
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Target 5 Cut by two thirds the under-five death rate. 
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Target 6 Reduce by three quarters the number of mothers who die giving birth 
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Target 7 Stop and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

Target 8 Halt and begin to reduce cases of malaria, TB and other major diseases. 
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Target 9 Integrate sustainable development into country policies and programmes and save the environment
Target 10 Halve the number of people without safe drinking water. 
                   Target 11 By 2020 improve the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers. 
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Target 12-18 Include taking action to:
· develop good government, development and poverty reduction - nationally and internationally (12)

· Allow the least developed countries' tariff- and quota-free access for their exports (13)

· Increase debt relief and financial aid to the poorest countries (13, 15)

· Develop decent and productive work for youth (16)

· Provide cheap essential drugs in developing countries (17) 

· Share the benefits of new technologies, especially ICT (18)
























